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Editonial

At its Genernal Meeting in March 71983, the Irish flathemat-
Lcal Soclety decided to seek closen Links with the Irish Mathem-
atics Teachens’ Association. 7This move, together with othen
activities of some of oun membens, e.g. the onganisation of
the National Mathematics Contest, contaibfutions to the rnecent
Irish Times Supplement on Mathematics (Septemben 27, 28), the
submission on the Inteamediate Centificale Geometry counse to
the Syllalus Commititee etc., show a greaten awaneness of Lhe
necessdity of coopernation with those involved in second lepel

teaching of Mathematics,

The majority of oun membens are involved in teaching and
neseanch at thind fLeveld institutions. If we wish oun students
to derlve maximum benefit from oun activities and encounage some
of them to take up careens in llathematics aften graduating, then
we should be fully aware of the mathemaitical expeniences stud-
ents have at second Leveld schools, Any curniculum changes in
oun counses designed to take account of the changing role and
natune of Mathematics must de explained to those who are prep-
aning studenits 2o embark on that cuariculum. Funthermone, we
should examine the syllali and looks used in schools and, where
we feel necessarny, make effective, cogent and constructive cait-
Ledsms, School teacherns often fLeeld victimised Ly poor advice
£rom thind lLevedld mathematicians, while the Latten plead thait

thein ideas wene neven well undernstood or properly explained,
The {Links between the two professional oaganiaati&na should

be strengthened and utilized to funther the common aim OZ both
groups; the teaching of flathematics.

Donal Hunley




