
Letters to the Editor

Caoga Bliain ag Fás: Cumann Matamaitice na hÉireann
From Rachel Quinlan

Dear Editor,

The 50th anniversary in 2026 of the foundation of the Irish Mathematical Society provides
excellent grounds for celebration. The history of the IMS reflects a period of rapid
expansion in mathematical research and education on the island of Ireland. Looking back
at records of the earliest meetings, archived at irishmathsoc.org, we see that the vision
and purpose of the founding members remains entirely current and as relevant as ever.
The constitution asserts that “the Society is incorporated for the purpose of promoting
and extending the knowledge of mathematics and its applications”. The 1978 newsletter
reports progress towards this goal, which included the first conference of the IMS in
May 1978, visits by distinguished international speakers and initial steps towards the
establishment of the Irish Mathematical Olympiad. The same report highlights another
issue that has not changed since 1976, that the IMS depends on membership fees and
voluntary involvement to carry out its activities. The annual fee has admittedly changed
from the original £2 for regular members and 50p for students, but the generosity,
commitment and engagement of members continues to sustain the IMS.

The evolution of the Society since those early days can be seen as a resounding
validation of the insights and aspirations that guided its first steps. The series of early
meetings became the annual meeting, running in its current format since 1988, and
hosted so far by sixteen different institutions. The Irish Mathematical Olympiad was
inaugurated in 1988 and has taken place every year since, with 14,000 students taking
part in the first round in 2025. Since 2005, the IMS has awarded the Fergus Gaines
Cup to the most successful participant in this contest. The newsletter evolved into the
Bulletin of the IMS, which was established in 1986 and will publish Issue 100 in 2027
(another numerical milestone).

The mathematical landscape in Ireland has of course changed dramatically since
1976. PhD education in mathematics in Ireland was a rarity until at least the 1990s;
now our country is an attractive destination for aspiring research mathematicians
from all over the world. The growth of our community has been accompanied by a
diversification of activity and of people, which is reflected in the programmes of the
annual conferences. The commitment of our community to sound practice in education,
and the emergence of mathematics education (especially at university level) as a research
area within the mathematical sciences, has led to many informative and valuable talks
and discussions at IMS conferences. The establishment of ICEDIM (the Irish Committee
for Equality, Diversity and Inclusion in Mathematics) aims to ensure that all voices are
heard in our organisation, and to counter the negative effects of patterns of exclusion
and underrepresentation that persist in higher education and in mathematics. Since
2024, ICEDIM has overseen the organisation of the annual Women in Mathematics Day
Ireland Conference, which typically takes place on or near May 12 as part of the global
celebration of International Women in Mathematics Day.

The Irish Committee for Mathematics Education was established in 2021, to advise the
IMS Committee on matters concerning mathematics education. Amongst the intiatives
of this committee are a series of online seminars on research developments of practical
relevance, and a review of the quality of mathematics textbooks in use in post-primary
schools.
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