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Corrigendum Secundum to
“Conjugacy, Involutions, and Reversibility for

Real Homeomorphisms”

A. G. O’FARRELL

(1) On page 48 of Volume 54 of the Bulletin (“Conjugacy, In-
volutions, and Reversibility for Real Homeomorphisms” by
A.G. O’Farrell) there is an error. To correct it, and restore
the integrity of the proof, replace as follows:
• The equation on line 11 by:

φ2(x) =
{

1
2 ·min

{
φ(x), φ◦−1(x)

}
, x ≥ 0

2 ·min
{
φ(x), φ◦−1(x)

}
, x < 0.

• On line 13,
φ2(x) < x/2 when x > 0 and φ2(x) < 2x when x < 0
by
φ2(x) ≤ x/2 when x > 0 and φ2(x) ≤ 2x when x < 0

• On line 16,
φ1(x) < x/2
by
φ1(x) ≥ x/2.

(2) On page 44, second-last line, replace ‘if’ by ‘only if’.
(3) The author would like to take this opportunity to record

that the conjugacy classification of real homeomorphisms,
described as ‘folklore’ on page 42, is essentially due to S.
Sternberg, who discussed the classification of germs of real
homeomorphisms in his paper “Local Cn Transformations of
the Real Line”, published in the Duke Mathematical Journal
24 (1957) 97-102.


