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Introdu
tion

It is perhaps of some interest to re
all that the �rst DIAS Math-

emati
al Symposium took pla
e forty years ago (at the time of

writing). This arti
le re
alls the Symposium held (at 64 Merrion

Square) on 17th, 18th De
ember 1958, and its genesis. It is based

on do
umentary eviden
e and on the (inevitably faulty) re
olle
-

tions of a (then!) youthful and passive parti
ipant.

Genesis

As to the genesis of the Symposium/a, the possibility of holding

su
h was dis
ussed at a meeting of Irish parti
ipants at the Inter-

national Congress of Mathemati
ians held in Edinburgh in August

1958. An invitation was somehow issued to these parti
ipants (by

J. L. Synge?) and the meeting took pla
e one evening in a room at

Edinburgh University, Professor Synge being in the 
hair. Issues

dis
ussed in
luded the need for su
h, the format, who would be

prepared to give talks, funding from DIAS (whi
h J. L. Synge

felt would be forth
oming from its Board) and from the university

institutions (whi
h never eventuated). To the author's re
olle
tion,

the parti
ipants were primarily, and perhaps ex
lusively, from the

Republi
, and hardly ex
eeded twenty or so in number.
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Symposium Programme

Wednesday, 17 De
ember 1958:

2.30{3.30 : Mgr P. de Br

�

un:

Non-Eu
lidean 
oni
 se
tions, treated as se
tions of the right 
ir-


ular 
one.

3.30{4.00 : Dis
ussion.

4.00{4.30 : Coffee break.

4.30{5.00 : Previews

(10 minutes ea
h | see Programme Notes):

A) E. F. Fahy:

Asymmetri
al ageing (
lo
k paradoxes in relativity).

B) V. G. Hart:

Approximate solution of the biharmoni
 equation.

C) Rev. R. E. Ingram:

Seismi
 investigation of faults.

D) D. Judge:

Parity and its 
onservation.

E) D. Keefe:

Some aspe
ts of positive and negative heavy mesons.

Thursday, 18 De
ember 1958:

9.30{10.30 : Prof. C. Lan
zos:

History of uni�ed �eld theories in general relativity.

10.30{11.00 : Dis
ussion.

11.00{11.30 : Coffee break.

11.30{12.30 : Previews

(10 minutes ea
h | see Programme Notes):

F) Prof. P. B. Kennedy:

Some unsolved problems in 
lassi
al analysis.

G) Prof. C. Lan
zos:

Linear operators and fun
tion spa
es.

H) Prof. M. A. Ma
Conaill:

Appli
ation of matrix methods to the study of the organization of

the nervous system.

I) Rev. Prof. J. R. M
Connell:

Theory of anti-nu
leons.
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J) Rev. J. J. M
Mahon:

Convex surfa
es in potential theory.

2.30{3.30 : Prof. P. B. Kennedy:

The average rate of growth of 
ertain regular fun
tions.

3.30{4.00 : Dis
ussion.

4.00{4.30 : Coffee break.

4.30{5.30 : Final meeting:

Agenda:

1) To de
ide dates for next symposium.

2) To de
ide by vote on the basis of previews (or otherwise) what

three papers to hear at the next Symposium.

3) To de
ide how to use in future the two hours devoted to pre-

views in the present programme.

4) To dis
uss general suggestions about the organization of Sym-

posia.

Notes on Contributors

[More spa
e is given to people who are less likely to be known to

the likely readership, and for no other reason.℄

Mgr P. de Br�un: Polymath and President UCG ('45{'59); Pres-

ident of Coun
il of DIAS ('40{'60); Professor of Mathemati
s and

Mathemati
al Physi
s, Maynooth ('14{'45); do
toral student of

E. Pi
ard at Paris. He began his le
ture with the remark \I'm

like a Bishop throwing in the ball" (a 
ommon pra
ti
e at GAA

mat
hes then). De
eased.

C. Lan
zos: Well known universalist, Senior Professor S
hool of

Theoreti
al Physi
s, DIAS ('54{'68). De
eased.

P. B. Kennedy: Prof. of Math. UCC ('56{'63), Professor at Uni-

versity of York ('63{'66); died 1966. Well known 
lassi
al analyst

and inspiring tea
her.

E. F. Fahy: Professor, Physi
s Dept. UCC ({'87); perhaps best

attender (other than DIAS members) at Symposia during their �rst

25 years. Chairman, Board of S
hool of Cosmi
 Physi
s DIAS,

'90{'95.

V. G. Hart: Le
turer, Math. Physi
s, UCC ('54{'66), subsequently

at Math. Dept. Univ. of Brisbane (Professor '85{). Resear
h with
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J. L. Synge at DIAS ('52{'54) on the hyper
ir
le method (essen-

tially an elegant geometri
al formulation of what subsequently

be
ame known as the �nite element method). Resear
h work in

elasti
ity.

R. E. Ingram SJ: Jesuit le
turer at the Math. Dept. UCD | an

algebraist with an interest in elasti
ity/seismology. A
ted as seis-

mologist at the seismi
 observatory at Rathfarnham. Edited (with

H. Halberstam) Hamilton's papers (Vol. 3). De
eased.

D. Judge: Well known Professor at Math. Physi
s Dept. UCD and

quantum theorist.

Denis Keefe: Then at Physi
s Dept. UCD where he worked on

parti
le physi
s and 
osmi
 rays; had earlier been at Physi
s Dept.

Bristol. Subsequently at Physi
s Dept., Univ. of California at

Berkeley. Atomi
 physi
ist of international reputation. De
eased.

M. A. Ma
Conaill: (Another) polymath and Professor of Ana-

tomy UCC ('42{'73). His many mathemati
al interests in
luded

the me
hani
s of joints: exoti
 material | like formulae from lub-

ri
ation theory | was often in
luded in his anatomy le
tures for

medi
al students. De
eased.

J. R. M




Connell: Su

eeded P. de Br�un as Professor at Maynooth;

well known Senior Professor ('68{'88) at STP of DIAS. Member,

Ponti�
al A
ademy of S
ien
es 1990{.

J. M




Mahon: Le
turer ('54{'60) at Maynooth, subsequently Pro-

fessor of Mathemati
s there until the early seventies. S
holar

at DIAS ('50{'52), working with J. L. Synge on hyper
ir
le

method (see V. G. Hart, above). De
eased. [See Obituary, by

J. R. Timoney, IMS Newsletter, No. 6, De
. 1982.℄

Parti
ipants at First Meeting

The parti
ipants as 
onveyed by the list of signatures were as

follows (to 
onserve spa
e, brief institutional aÆliation is given if

re
orded, or otherwise known; otherwise town et
. re
orded):

DIAS: J. L. Synge, J. D. Strathdee, C. B. Mast, C. Lan
zos,

H. Zorski, A. Das, T. Takahashi, G. Papini, R. H. W. Johnston,
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M. O'Connell, M. A. Shankit, K. Imaeda, E. R. Wills (not all from

Theoreti
al Physi
s).

Dunsink: S. M




Kenna, M. J. Smyth.

Maynooth: G. M




Greevy, J. M




Mahon, J. M




Connell, C. Ryan.

QUB: Hans S
hneider.

TCD: L. Bass, T. S. Broderi
k, D. J. Simms, F. J. O'Connor.

UCC: M. A. Ma
Conaill, J. Flavin, R. S
ott, P. J. Donohoe,

E. C. Dillon, E. F. Fahy, P. M. Quinlan, P. B. Kennedy, V. Hart,

S. O'Shea.

UCD: A. Montwill, D. Keefe, J. R. Timoney, John Kennedy,

R. E. Ingram SJ, P. Dolan, D. Judge, P. A. Heelan SJ, M. Ri
e.

UCG: P. B. Caul�eld, S. de R�oiste, M. J. Newell, S. Tobin,

V. Flanagan, P. de Br�un.

Other: Vivion de Valera, B. S
aife, J. W. Forde (all Dublin),

L. Grimley SJ (Rathfarnham), J. G. Barrett (Univ. of Cin
innati),

C. J. Gillman (Shannon), P. J. Walsh (Antrim).

Closure

It is appropriate to a
knowledge and thank the S
hool of Theor-

eti
al Physi
s, DIAS for the great servi
e that it has provided to

the Irish mathemati
al 
ommunity, over a forty year period, in

organizing and �nan
ing a twi
e yearly mathemati
al symposium.
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