Conference Announcements

GROUPS 1993 GALWAY / ST ANDREWS

An international conference on groups will be held in Galway
from 1st to 14th August 1993. It will be the next in the se-
quence Groups-5t. Andrews 1981, 1085, 1989. The speakers will
include J. L. Alperin (University of Chicago), M. Broué {(Ecole
Normale Supérieure, Paris), P. H. Kropholler (QMW, London),
A. Lubotzky (Hebrew University, Jerusalem) and E. I. Zel’manov
(University of Wisconsin at Madison). A GAP workshop will be
led by J. Neubiiser and M. Schénert (RWTH Aachen). Further
information may be obtained: -

from C. M. Campbell or E. F. Robertson, Mathematical Institute,
University of 5t Andrews, 5t Andrews KY16 9SS, Fife, Scotland
(e-mail: groups93@cs.st-andrews.ac.uk);

or from J. J. Ward, T. C. Hurley, or 5. J. Tobin (Honorary Pres-
ident) University College, Galway, Ireland
(e-mail: matward@bodkin.ucg.ie).

GROUPS IN GALWAY 1993

The annual Groups in Galway meeting will take place in Uni-
versity College Galway on Friday 14th and Saturday 15th May
1993, Further information will be available from Dr John McDer-
mott, Department of Mathematics, University College, Galway,
or from matnewelldbodkin.ucg. ie

Correspondence

‘THIS BODE’S ILL FOR BOOLE

Dear Sir,

The ‘Numerical Recipes’ books of Press et al. have
gained a wide following and lock set to become standard clas-
sics. The same basic book appears it FORTRAN, Pascal, and
C flavours, with accompanying diskettes of canned software. The
no—nonsense approach is designed to appeal to practical people,
and one finds the book on the shelves of researchers and teachers
in every scientific and technical area.

It follows that the opinions of Press et al. are likely to become
gospel, and the nomenclature used by them is likely to become
standard.

Now in fact, their opinions are just their opinions and al-
though some of the recipes are simply awful, what prompts us to
action i1s a curiosity of their nomenclature.

They introduce integration rules by presenting the Trapez-
oidal Rule, Simpson’s Rule, and Bode’s Rule, and then say:

“At this point the formulas stop being named after fam-
cus perscnages, so we will not go any further”.

So who is this famous personage, Bode?

Given the fact that Bode’s rule is identical with Boole’s rule,
we are led to conjecture that Bode and his rule came into being
through the close juxtaposition on some blackboard of an ‘o’ and
an ‘1.

Boole has been robbed by a phantom!
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In view of Boole’s association with this country, it would seem
appropriate for us to nail this particular piece of thievery before it
goes too far, if indeed it has not already done so. Frankly, we are
inclined to doubt that the truth wiil ever catch up, but we might
as well try.

J. F. Feinstein,

A. G. O’Farrell,

St Patrick’s College,
Maynooth,

Co. Kildare.

GROUPS IN GALWAY 92
Rex Dark

The annual Groups in Galway meeting was held on 15th and 16th
May 1992, with the help of sponsorship from the Irish Mathem-
atical Scciety, the Royal Irish Academy, and University College,
Galway. There were about twenty participants.

The first lecture was by A. Christofides (UCG) on “Galois
groups and Riernann surfaces”. After tea, R. Sheehy (UCC) spoke
on “Frobeniug’ conjecture”, and the last lecture on Friday was by
H. Smith (Bucknell and Cardiff) on “Some remarks on maximal
subgroups of infinite groups”.

The Saturday morning session was begun by K. Hutchin-
son {(UCD) who spoke on “Galois group actions on classgroups”,
followed by E. Robertson (St Andrews) on “Semigroup present-
ations”. After lunch, the meeting closed with a lecture by
B. Hartley (Manchester) on “Simple locally finite groups”.

Rex Dark
University College
Galway



